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Summary 
On July 17, 2014 the Airliner MH-17 was shot down over Ukrainian territory occupied by pro-russian 

separatist. Just a few hours later the culprit seemed to be certain. The chain of evidence includes phone 

calls the Ukrainian secret service SBU intercepted, a number of messages from social networks and 

anonymously mailed photos and videos. 

The crucial elements in this chain of evidence are two photos that were leaked from an anonymous 

source to the French magazine Paris Match. Both photos are of very low quality and show a supposedly 

unique Volvo tractor with a red Faymonville low loader that has loaded a missile defense system BUK-

M1. This BUK system appears to have remains of an inscription, which was linked by the Social Media 

searchers "Bellingcat" to the Russian BUK "3x2". 

According to Bellingcat the intercepted phone calls, the reported sightings in the social media and the 

photographic evidence prove that this Russian BUK equipped with 4 missiles was conveyed on the 

morning of July 17 by the Vostok Battalion of Donetsk to Snizhne and unloaded there. 

Bellingcat claims that all their knowledge is based on public sources and therefore can be verified by 

anyone, but our in-depth investigation of the chain of evidence presented has determined following: 

1. The BUK system did not drive in a convoy of the Vostok battalion. 

2. The contents of the intercepted telephone calls are contrary to the actual events. 

3. The presented telephone recordings show indications of manipulation. 

4. A part of the alleged BUK sightings in social media relate to an actual armored convoy without 

BUK. Another part is only the reproduction of the content of previously posted messages. The 

main source was far away from the action and just echoed second-hand information in the 

Internet, while the actual sources of that information are unknown and their information 

cannot be independently verified. 

5. Those "sightings" in social media repeatedly reported details that contradict the facts. The fact 

that these details were mentioned and the moment they were mentioned, leads to the 

conclusion that social media have been used specifically to create a track in advance. 

6. At the same time of the alleged transport some efforts by Kiev officials can be observed to 

facilitate the later representation of a separatist convoy. 

7. Counter-evidence and information on the part of the separatists were either withheld from 

the public or temporally incorrectly classified and reproduced just to disfigure the content  

8. The heart of this chain of evidence - the Paris Match photos - are demonstrably false. 
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The Paris Match photos 
On July 17 at about 11:00h EEST a white Volvo FH13 was photographed with a red Faymonville 

Multimax low loader with a BUK system loaded. 

The photo comes from a still unknown source and was published by Paris Match1 on July 25. According 

to this article pro-Russian rebels a few hours before the downing of MH17 transported a BUK to 

Snizhne. 

 

Later the place where this photo was supposedly taken was geolocated in Donetsk (48.004285° 

37.872544°). The photo shows the Volvo parked behind a gray appearing Toyota RAV4 with one door 

open. 

 

The phone number of truck rental company "˿͚͔ͭͪͦͣͻ͙͊ͤ͊͘ͼ͙Ύ" in Donetsk is clearly visible on the 

side of the trailer. In an interview2 the owner of the truck rental explained that separatists took over 

the company on July 8 at gunpoint and chased away the staff. Since then, he does not know what is 

happening with his vehicles and according to him the Volvo FH13c is unique in the region. 

                                                           
1 http://www.parismatch.com/Actu/International/EXCLU-MATCH-Un-camion-vole-pour-transporter-le-
systeme-lance-missiles-577289 
2 http://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2014/08/04/er-komt-een-vogeltje-aan-reconstructie-neerschieten-vlucht-mh17/ 

http://www.parismatch.com/Actu/International/EXCLU-MATCH-Un-camion-vole-pour-transporter-le-systeme-lance-missiles-577289
http://www.parismatch.com/Actu/International/EXCLU-MATCH-Un-camion-vole-pour-transporter-le-systeme-lance-missiles-577289
http://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2014/08/04/er-komt-een-vogeltje-aan-reconstructie-neerschieten-vlucht-mh17/
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The red low loader 
A low loader with the same appearance has been used several times by the pro-Russian separatists 

after the 07/17/2014 for transporting damaged military equipment. However, the phone number was 

removed. According to Informator3 a tank was transported on August 6. Is there any way to verify the 

date? A video4 taken on June 12 shows a military transport from the same perspective at the same 

location (48.040538° 37.967688°).  

 

A close look reveals a few differences in favor of the known dating. 

  

On August 26 photos5 and video6 were uploaded to the VK account and YouTube channel of Boris 

Borisuitsch. According to comment the pictures were taken on 8/23. Both show the Volvo with low 

loader, which brings a destroyed personnel carrier of the Ukrainian army from Shakhtarsk to Donetsk 

for a "counter-parade" on National Day7. 

  

                                                           
3 http://informator.lg.ua/?p=18281 
4 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2vlbKiQtzI 
5 https://vk.com/albums-76297800?z=photo-76297800_337806785%2Fphotos-76297800 
6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDy8wnfYzVI 
7 https://youtu.be/3AjvldelKn4 

http://informator.lg.ua/?p=18281
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w2vlbKiQtzI
https://vk.com/albums-76297800?z=photo-76297800_337806785%2Fphotos-76297800
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDy8wnfYzVI
https://youtu.be/3AjvldelKn4
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Interestingly, the red low loader was also photographed at the exhibition8. 
 

 

On 9/2/2014 Sergey Belous photographed the loader during a transport of a probably damaged tank 

of battalion "Oplot". The photo was taken at a place called the "Motel" (48.003012 ° 37.870756°). 

 

This roundabout at the "Motel" is a well-known checkpoint of the separatists located a few meters 

from the main camp of battalion "Vostok": 

  

                                                           
8 http://en.voicesevas.ru/news/yugo-vostok/2842-war-in-the-south-east-online-08-24-2014-chronicle.html 

http://en.voicesevas.ru/news/yugo-vostok/2842-war-in-the-south-east-online-08-24-2014-chronicle.html
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The last sighting so far comes from a YouTube video of Joker News9 uploaded on 10/16/2014. This 

video shows the red loader in Snizhne on the factory premises of Udarnik Mine (48.020000° 

38.753388°) which is apparently used as a parking area for damaged military equipment. 

 

The satellite images of Google Earth show the tractor-trailer after July 17 parked on the grounds of 

the truck rental. 

 July 27 

 July 30 

Why the separatists thoughtlessly continued to use the world's most wanted vehicle and not even 

changed its color for months? 

                                                           
9 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y17D-gDSHb4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y17D-gDSHb4


9 

The intercepted phone calls 
The Ukrainian secret service SBU claims to have intercepted telephone calls which undoubtedly prove 

the guilt of Moscow controlled separatists of downing MH17. On 7/17 at 19:12h UTC (22:12h EEST) 

only 6 hours after the launch of MH-17 the SBU published several telephone calls on YouTube.  

Almost one year later the Dutch Prosecution Service confirmed one name and said of άŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ 

ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜέΣ άŦǊƻƳ-and-ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜŘέ10 

That was a surprising news because firstly a wiretapped telephone conversation always consists of two 

separate sound tracks (one track per voice) and secondly with the use of modern software for audio 

production like ProTools or Samplitude one would easily be able to rearrange άauthentic footageέ 

without the slightest trace. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-production doing all the time: 

shortening sentences, eliminating bloopers, combining sentences from different shooting takes, filling 

the holes with noise etc. etc. Therefore it seems to be impossible to positively exclude any 

manipulation and in reverse any indications of a manipulation might have all sorts of technical causes. 

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴŎǊƛǎƛǎΦƴŜǘέ11: 

 

And according to Wikipedia the άTelecommunications is the most modern, diverse and fast-growing 

sector in the economy of UkraineΦέ12 Those statements are not contradictory, since the three largest 

players in the Ukrainian mobile telecommunication using the GSM technology. As shown at the Defcon 

the GSM technology is easy to intercept indeed13 14 e.g. by erecting a fake BTS antenna tower (called 

IMSI-catcher) that reaches the intercepted region. 

 

In the end all mobile phones in the area will connect to the fake BTS tower and shut down encryption 

just because the attacking tower says so. The attacker may get hundreds or thousands of mobile 

phones connected to his fake BTS. Now he can listen to unencrypted conversations, is able to locate 

the position of the phone and even can read the unique information from the SIM-card of the owner 

like the International Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI).15 16 Once a mobile phone was identified and 

άƭƻŎƪŜŘέ it even can be followed to BTS towers from other mobile phone networks. 

                                                           
10 https://z5h64q92x9.net/proxy_u/nl-en.en/http/www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2015/04/01/russische-legerofficier-
herkend-op-justitietape-mh17/ 
11 http://ukrainiancrisis.net/news/9646 
12 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telecommunications_in_Ukraine 
13 http://venturebeat.com/2010/07/31/hacker-shows-how-he-can-intercept-cell-phone-calls-for-1500/ 
14 https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=27&v=DU8hg4FTm0g 
15 http://cryptome.org/isp-spy/munich-spy-all.pdf 
16 http://habrahabr.ru/company/pt/blog/245113/ 

https://z5h64q92x9.net/proxy_u/nl-en.en/http/www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2015/04/01/russische-legerofficier-herkend-op-justitietape-mh17/
https://z5h64q92x9.net/proxy_u/nl-en.en/http/www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2015/04/01/russische-legerofficier-herkend-op-justitietape-mh17/
http://ukrainiancrisis.net/news/9646
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telecommunications_in_Ukraine
http://venturebeat.com/2010/07/31/hacker-shows-how-he-can-intercept-cell-phone-calls-for-1500/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=27&v=DU8hg4FTm0g
http://cryptome.org/isp-spy/munich-spy-all.pdf
http://habrahabr.ru/company/pt/blog/245113/
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Furthermore there are devices for pre-installation by the mobile company themselves like the 

ά¦ǘƛƳŀŎƻ [La{έ (Lawful Interception Management System)17. Once installed in the mobile core 

network of the company it needs some input of e.g. the IMSI of the target and automatically roots all 

data directly to a law enforcement agency like the SBU. Either way the agency should input some 

known target identification or has to intercept and store all and everything for later analysis. Therefore 

it seems to be reasonable to assume that the SBU knew at least the identity of one side of the 

wiretapped conversation partners.  

Just 12 minutes after MH-17 hit the ground two faceless fighters nicknamed άDǊŜkέ ŀƴŘ άaŀƧƻǊέ say 

the Cossacks from the Chernukhino Roadblock did it and the plane broke in pieces near the 

Petropavlovsk Coalmine. That coalmine is just 7km away from the actual crash side. The Chernukhino 

Roadblock is 25km to the north of the last FDR position of MH17. Nevertheless, nobody ever suspected 

Chernukhino as the launch spot of some BUK missile. Why not? And what does it tell about the phone 

call?  

Evgeny Kruzhin is a medic in the militia group accused of bringing down the plane. He is known for 

running the LiveJournal webpage. On 7/му ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ w¢ ǘƘŀǘ άaŀƧƻǊέ ŀƴŘ άDǊŜƪέ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ŜȄƛǎǘ ōǳǘ 

remained in Enakievo the whole day. They neither had contact to the Cossacks in Chernukhino nor 

explored the crash side.18 !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ άDǊŜƪέ ƻǊ άDǊŜŜƪέ ς ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ άǘŀǊƎŜǘέ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

SBU - was already detained by the Asov battalion on 7/15.19 20 

Allegedly just 7 minutes later at 16:40h EEST the SBU heard the voice of commander .ŜȊƭŜǊ άǘƘŜ 

ŘŜƳƻƴέΦ IŜ says ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ άaƛƴŜǊέ did it and the plane fell in Enakievo 30 minutes ago. 

 

Perhaps commander Bezler has a bad place and time estimate or sent his boys already 10 minutes 

before the crash in the wrong direction or that phone call already took place on 6/16, when Bezlers 

group "Miner" shot down an Ukrainian SU-25 jet over Gorlovka.21 

 

                                                           
17 https://lims.utimaco.com/products/lawful-interception-management-system/ 
18 http://www.rt.com/news/173964-ukraine-malaysia-intercepted-calls/ 
19 https://burkonews.info/anti-terrorist-operation-summary-for-july-15-2014/ 
20 https://news.pn/en/criminal/108945 
21 http://vk.com/strelkov_info?w=wall-57424472_3093%2F1b1608ff02d1a4dc5d 

https://lims.utimaco.com/products/lawful-interception-management-system/
http://www.rt.com/news/173964-ukraine-malaysia-intercepted-calls/
https://burkonews.info/anti-terrorist-operation-summary-for-july-15-2014/
https://news.pn/en/criminal/108945
http://vk.com/strelkov_info?w=wall-57424472_3093%2F1b1608ff02d1a4dc5d
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Bezler on July 1822: 

 

Of course, the last FDR-position of MH-17 was just 40km away from the center of Gorlovka but no one 

ever suspected a BUK launch spot in Gorlovka. Why not? And what does it tell about these phone calls? 

Also the Cossack Nikolay Kozitsyn ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ άǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {.¦ and probably he also was 

intercepted since weeks. During the whole 30 seconds conversation Kozitsyn said only two lines that 

could still be plenty misunderstood. He said: άIt means delivered spies. Neh ... to fly, now ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ƛǎΦέ23 

So the Vice Host told him what he understood24:  

  

  

After an embarrassing start the interview could only be saved by translating at least the last two words 

quite freely.  

  

He replied άͤ ͔ ͫ͊͗ͯ͟έΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ άƴƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘέ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ guiltier than the quite simple 

ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ άŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿέ. Anyway, the online translation of dic.academic.ru might help with all the 

possible translations.  

 

                                                           
22 http://www.interpretermag.com/evidence-review-who-shot-down-mh17/ 
23 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5E8kDo2n6g 
24 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H977TX8N6bk 

file:///E:/DOCS/MH17/dic.academic.ru
http://www.interpretermag.com/evidence-review-who-shot-down-mh17/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5E8kDo2n6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H977TX8N6bk
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9ǾŜƴ ά{ŀȅ ƴƻ ŜǾƛƭέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊŜŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

Several calls allegedly occurred in the morning before the Paris Match photo25 was taken. 

According to the SBU two calls were intercepted at the very same time at 09:08h EEST26 27:  

  
 
B: Where should we unload* this beauty, Nikolaievich? 
K: Which one? This one? 
B: Yes, the one I've brought. I'm already in Donetsk. 
YΥ Lǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ LϥƳ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΚ ά.ΦΦΦΣέaέ ƻƴŜΚ 
.Υ ¸ŜǎΣ ȅŜǎΣ ȅŜǎΦ ά.¦YέΣέ.¦YέΦ 
K: Is it on a tractor? 
B: Yes, it's on it. We need to unload it somewhere, in order 
to hide. 
K: Is it with a crew? 
B: Yes, with the crew. 
K: Don't hide it anywhere. She'll go there now. 
 
* initially translated as έƭƻŀŘέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {.¦ 

 
K: Yes, Botsman, I'm listening. 
B: Hello, big brother. How are you? 
K: Not so well. We are in Mariinovka. That's why not well. 
Carrying on. 
B: What's wrong? 
K: What do you think? Χ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άDǊŀŘέ Χ all the 
time, finally now we're having a little break. We've just hit 
a plane, Suςtype. Because we've got BUKςM. They are 
now in Zelenopillja, trying to break free, but their way out 
is only through me. Yesterday we hit 2 Su jets, today ς 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ DƻŘ ά.¦Yςaέ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
morning. It became easier. But in general, of course, it's 
tough. 
B: What can I say, if you need anything, call me ς and I'll 
arrive immediately. 
K: Thanks, brother. I'm going in two hours. Seems like it's a 
lull. In two hours I'm heading to Donetsk. Because I was 
ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ άDǾƻȊŘƛƪŀέ όǎŜƭŦςpropelled artillery). 
Will carry άDǾƻȊŘƛƪŀǎέ here because it's really tough now. 
B: Maybe we should cover them with Grad? 
K: The thing is that we have Grad, but no spotter. And 
secondly, we are waiting for Russia to f... them from their 
side. 

 
According to these conversations Khmuryi was in Marinovka and used a short break in the ongoing 

shelling of Zeleopillja to quickly make some calls. According to the corrected translation of the first call 

                                                           
25 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5SjPhZhPdI 
26 http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=9bc_1405702620 
27 http://www.forbes.com/sites/paulroderickgregory/2014/07/19/what-more-smoking-guns-are-needed-for-
mh17-the-worlds-first-sam-terrorism/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5SjPhZhPdI
http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=9bc_1405702620
http://www.forbes.com/sites/paulroderickgregory/2014/07/19/what-more-smoking-guns-are-needed-for-mh17-the-worlds-first-sam-terrorism/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/paulroderickgregory/2014/07/19/what-more-smoking-guns-are-needed-for-mh17-the-worlds-first-sam-terrorism/
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the BUK is already loaded at 09:08h EEST. According to the second 09:08h EEST call the BUK already 

arrived in Marinovka and was used to shoot down one SU jet.  

Khmuryi apparently does not know how many planes were shot down and when.  

Khmuryi: We've just hit a plane, Suςtype. Because we've got BUKςaΦ ώΧϐ ¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ 

we hit н {ǳ ƧŜǘǎΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ DƻŘ ά.¦Yςaέ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

morning. It became easier. 

One could easily count a total of 4 SU-type aircrafts ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά͔΅͖ ͍ͭͦͪͯΌέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴ 

άŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜέ ƻǊ άŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴŜέΦ 

At the same time Strelkov knew the score precisely. He told the press at noon on 7/17 that after the 

downing of two SU-25 on 7/1628 29 30 no further Ukrainian fighter jet was sighted.31 This statement 

confirms some kind of stand down order for Ukrainian fighter jets ς not for civilian airplanes of course 

ς and at least until noon of 7/17. Furthermore, on 7/16 Strelkov gave an interview right at the GRADs 

in Marinovka32 where the Telephone-Khumryi in the morning of 7/17 claimed to be. So how is it 

possible that his deputy commander Khmuryi counted 3 or 4 downed SU-type fighter jets? 

  

However, Marinovka was taken in the early morning of 7/16. The shelling of Zelenopillja started on 

7/11 allegedly with help of GRADs from the no-ƳŀƴΩǎ-land between Russia and Ukraine. Two SU-25s 

were downed on 7/13. On 7/14 an AN-26 and again on 7/16 two more SU-25s were shot down. In the 

afternoon of 7/17 there was a short period of time when one might have gained a false impression. 

For about one hour after the disaster of MH-17 news of another downed SU-25 circulated in the 

internet. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ тκмт ŀǘ άлфΥлу ŀƳέ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ άлфΥлу ǇƳέ 99{¢ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ όƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

SBU translations) don't make any sense. 

                                                           
28 http://vk.com/strelkov_info?w=wall-57424472_7111 
29 http://vk.com/strelkov_info?w=wall-57424472_7115 
30 http://de.sputniknews.com/german.ruvr.ru/news/2014_07_17/Kampf-am-Kontrollpunkt-Marinowka-im-
Suden-von-Donbass-geht-weiter-es-gibt-Tote-6055/ 
31 http://rusvesna.su/news/1405583841 
32 http://slavyangrad.org/2014/07/16/igor-strelkov-on-the-field-of-battles/  

http://vk.com/strelkov_info?w=wall-57424472_7111
http://vk.com/strelkov_info?w=wall-57424472_7115
http://de.sputniknews.com/german.ruvr.ru/news/2014_07_17/Kampf-am-Kontrollpunkt-Marinowka-im-Suden-von-Donbass-geht-weiter-es-gibt-Tote-6055/
http://de.sputniknews.com/german.ruvr.ru/news/2014_07_17/Kampf-am-Kontrollpunkt-Marinowka-im-Suden-von-Donbass-geht-weiter-es-gibt-Tote-6055/
http://rusvesna.su/news/1405583841
http://slavyangrad.org/2014/07/16/igor-strelkov-on-the-field-of-battles/
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Finally, Khmuryi announces that he wants to go to Donetsk in two hours to pick up three new 

"Gvozdikas" (self-propelled guns) and bring them to Marinovka. As to be seen, in the Donbass it was 

near to impossible to move any piece of military equipment without being immediately documented 

and posted on the Internet but seemingly no one saw or reported something that slow and loud as 

Khmuryis "Gvozdikas" en route from Donetsk to Marinovka. No one saw or heard a loud and slow BUK 

that drove on its own from the Russian border all the way to Donetsk to be loaded onto a low loader 

there. It makes no sense that Buryat first drove the BUK to the truck rental company, loaded it on the 

red low loader only to call Khmuryi: "I have a loud and slow BUK for you. I loaded it because we have 

to unload it in order to hide it." And Khmuryi hangs up and the same minute makes a call to Russia: 

ά²Ŝ ǎƘƻǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ о ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ƧŜǘǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƴƻǿ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ .¦Y .¦Y .¦Y ƴƻǿΦέ 

In other words, the story behind those Khmuryi calls makes no sense at all.  

In essence the conversation between the Russians "Botsman" and Khmuryi is a monologue that lasts 

for more than a minute. However, while Khmuryi speaks, the Botsmann-channel is basically dead. 

"Botsman" does no breath, move or make any noise. No rustling, nothing but a persistent noise. 

 

Sometimes Khmuryis inhalation suddenly ends and - after a little silence - another inhalation starts in 

the middle of the breath. Between the cropped breaths the same persistent noise in the Khmuryi 

channel prevails. The pieced breathing might be the result of a malfunctioning VAD (voice activity 

detection) as used to lower the bandwidth of mobile phone connections.33 Nevertheless, one should 

expect a VAD to delay the reaction and to fade the sound in always the same manner. In case of the 

Khmuryi-Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ά±!5έ ǊŜŀŎǘǎ ǎƻƳŜtimes somehow rapidly. One interesting example can be found at 

4:41 min in the SBU video.34 It seems the SBU even underlined the sentence for a better recognition. 

                                                           
33 http://note.sonots.com/SciSoftware/IVAD.html 
34 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgdqdklrqDA&t=4m35s 

http://note.sonots.com/SciSoftware/IVAD.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgdqdklrqDA&t=4m35s
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  GAP   

 

The gap in the breathing is visible in the middle of the lower channel. In the original Russian version 

one can hear it without any technical aids. For any reason all other language versions are mixed down 

into two mono tracks.  

A similar gap is right before YƘƳǳǊȅƛ ǎŀȅǎ ά.ΧaέΦ bƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ά.Χaέ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ recognizable because 

ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ά.ŀŀŀŀƳέ35.  

 

                                                           
35 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgdqdklrqDA&t=1m45s 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgdqdklrqDA&t=1m45s

























































































































